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This is a cross-sectional study analysing routinely collected programmatic data.
All “trans” people accessing HIV prevention services offered are assigned a unique
identifier, and screened for HIV risk behaviour, offered HIV testing, pre-exposure
prophylaxis, other prevention commodities, or linked to structural prevention
programmes or antiretroviral therapy, if indicated. No personal identifying
information is captured in the database. Data was descriptively analysed for HIV
risk behaviour and self-reported STl symptoms.
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Transgender people (“trans” people) are disproportionately at risk for HIV
infection. We developed and implemented a multi-level intervention providing
community-based HIV prevention programmes for “trans” people, delivered
through sub-recipients in 4 rural districts in South Africa. The current study
describes the prevalence of risk behaviours at enrolment for “trans” people, who
accessed HIV prevention services between April 2021 to March 2022.

RESULTS

Between April 2021 to March 2022, 73 441 unique MSM were reached with a defined package of prevention
services (mean age 31 years).
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CONCLUSION

There is a high-risk and underserved population of “trans” people in the four rural
districts of South Africa. Additionally, there is a need to better characterize risk
factors for HIV prevention and appropriately targeted combination packages of HIV
interventions, including biomedical, behavioural, and structural approaches to
mitigate HIV risk among “trans” people.
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