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THEME: Track 7 Youth & HIV

BHACKGROUND

Beyond Zero implemented an in-school Adolescent Girls and Young Women (AGYW) Programme funded by the Global Fund for the Sekhukhune East
education district in the Limpopo province. The combination intervention targeted adolescent girls in 30 secondary schools, with the aim of reducing HIV
incidence, teenage pregnancy, and gender-based violence and increasing retention in schools.

METHOD RESULTS

The number of AGYW reached with the HIV prevention programme was:

Between April 2019 and March 2022, our implementing partner, the
Institute of Health Programs and Systems (IHPS), provided sexual
reproductive health (SRH) education, HIV testing, sexual & reproductive
nealth (SRH) services, home visits, and academic support in the 30
narticipating schools in the Limpopo region. This was done through the
nlacement of Peer Group Trainers (PGTs) in the participating schools with
support from the roving clinical and psychosocial teams. The PGTs
enrolled learners in the programme using a risk assessment tool and
offered health information, HIV testing, and a personalized service plan.
The Department of Education (DoE), conducted sensitization workshops
for School Management Teams and School Governing Bodies to ensure
programme buy-in, aid implementation and align interventions with the
DoE policies.

Out of the 128 learners that dropped out of school during the intervention
period, 65 learners successfully returned to school. 360 Girls received
homework support with 183 home visits completed. Furthermore, out of the
568 girls that received pregnancy testing, 230 were confirmed pregnant.

Reaching ALYVV through in-school interventions was easlily accessible, anc
tailor-made interventions to meet their individual needs have shown promise.

In addition, DoE officials can play a significant role in the successful programme

implementation if actively involved as custodians of the programme. Moving e T basic education
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