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CONCLUSION

This study emphasises the increased vulnerability of AGYW in South Africa and 
the need for sustained interventions that meet the HIV prevention needs of 
AGYW beyond the health sector.  The results address the remaining structural 
challenges and barriers to reducing HIV incidence among this group.
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BACKGROUND

We developed and implemented a multi-level intervention providing community-based HIV prevention programmes for adolescent girls and young 
women (AGYW), through sub-recipients in 5 subdistricts. The current study describes the high-risk behaviour and self-reported sexually transmitted 
infections (STI) among AGYW accessing HIV prevention services, between April 2021 to March 2022. 

METHOD

This is a cross-sectional 
study analysing routinely 
collected programmatic 
data.  All AGYW accessing 
HIV prevention services are 
assigned a unique 
identifier, screened for HIV 
risk, and linked to services 
based on risk profile. Data 
was descriptively analysed 
for HIV risk behaviour and 
self-reported STI 
symptoms.

RESULTS
156 975 Unique AGYW accessed services (mean age 20.2 years). 

44.9%

Were in high 
schools

7.8%

Were in 
tertiary 

education

1.3%

Were 
employed

34.5%

Were not in 
any form of 

employment, 
education, or 

training

61.7%

Lived in a 
household 
receiving a 
social grant

4%

Lived in a 
child-headed 

household

11.3%

Preferred 
not to say

67.6%

Were sexually 
active 15.8% 

of these had a 
sexual partner 

5 or more 
years older

In the previous 6 months: 

5.9%

Had more than 
one sexual 

partner

1.2%

Had STI 
symptoms 

2.1%

Had sex in 
exchange for 

money or goods

7.5%

Had a partner 
who had other 
sexual partners

1.5%

Reported that 
their partner had 

an STI

80.3%

Knew their 
HIV status

55.5%

Did not use a 
condom at the 

last sexual 
encounter

1%

Tested positive 
for HIV

54.5%

Were 
worried 

about HIV 
infection

47.4%

Did not 
know the 

HIV status 
of their 
partner.


